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within ten days after the commencement of the session.1
To increase the satisfaction of the Government, the Commons
had renewed their order of the last session for allowing the
question of the elections to drop for the present,2 and were
employing their time upon two Acts which, upon their own
request, had been sent over to England at the close of the last
session. By one of these all legal distinction was taken away
between the different races by which Ireland was inhabited ;
by the other, a statute was repealed by which the intermarriage
of Irish with Scots had been prohibited.3 James, therefore,
had consented to relinquish at least one of the measures which
he had pressed upon Chichester when he left England in the
preceding year.

It was impossible that the Catholic members should let
slip the opportunity of expressing their hope that their con-
Grje            ciliatory behaviour would be met in a similar spirit

by the Government It would seem as if Chichester
had been desirous of meeting them half-way; for when the
question of the recusant lawyers was brought forward, Sir
Thomas Ridgway, who would hardly have acted in opposition
to the Deputy, himself proposed that a petition should be
presented in their favour. Accordingly, when on May i6,4 the
petition of grievances was presented, it was found to contain,
amongst other recommendations, a wish that the recusant
lawyers might be restored, and that the Act of Elizabeth by
which the shilling fines were imposed might be repealed.5 As
there is no trace upon the Journals of any debate on these
points, it is to be presumed that the proposals made received
the assent of both parties. There must have been moderate
men amongst the Protestants, who, after sitting for some time
on the same benches with Sir John Everard and others who
resembled him, must have discovered that, whatever theorists
might say, there was no reason to fear lest the stability of the
throne should be shaken by the cessation of a petty persecu-

1 Commons' Journals^ IreL i. 6l.                      ~ Hid. i. 52.

3 Statutes of IreL n, 12, & 13 Jac. I. cap. 5 and 6. These and the
following statutes were passed in this session.

* Commons1 Journals, IreL i. 68.                      5 Ibid* i, 92,